
 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Worthing Cycle Forum (WCF) 

  Including AGM 

Held on Thursday 15
th

 January 2015 at Beechwood Hall Hotel at 7.30pm 

Item 1 -  Formalities :- 

i. In attendance : Paula & Colin Attle, Mandy Buxton, Stuart Elms, John Hughes (A27 Alarm group), Stephen Jeffery, Mary Lermitte, William Morris, 

Frances Osborn, Gavin Ross,  

ii.. Apologies for absence :  Anthony Cartmell, John Coote, Geoff Farrell (WSCF), Duncan Kay, Dave Parsons, John Rogers, Jeremy Strutt, 

iii. AGM :- 

a. Review of 2014 : WM commented on what had been both a frustrating year in terms of progress with our campaigning for the 

necessary improvements that would make cycling in Worthing safer and more enjoyable but also one of achievement, citing the 

Schools project, progress with the Harrison Road restricted public byway and the Get Cycling ‘bike try-out’ events. 

b. Accounts / financial statement presented by WM in the absence of JR; which showed WCF to be in a healthy financial position that 

will enable us to continue the good work with the schools project and other safer cycling initiatives 

c. Election of Officers :- 

Chair : with WM shortly moving out of the area there is a vacancy but as no-one has yet come forward, WM kindly agreed to 

continue as Acting Chair – albeit from a distance – until the next meeting. WM was thanked for his contributions to WCF over 

that past eighteen months 

Treasurer : JR was reappointed 

Secretary : SE was reappointed 

 iv. Minutes of our last meeting on 17
th

 November 2014 : agreed with no matters arising 

Item 2- Future meetings :- 

i. A proposal from SE that the time may have come to move away from regular monthly meetings was agreed on the basis that the core 

officers and members with ‘lead’ roles would provide regular feedback to members between meetings. The meeting was reminded that  

the constitution still provides for any member or officer to request a meeting to discuss any matter of importance. 

ii.  Accordingly the February meeting booked for Monday 16
th

 will be cancelled but it was agreed that there was sufficient business to hold 

a meeting on Tuesday 24
th

 March in the Aga room at 7.30pm as usual, a date that would enable both JC (NCN2 lead) and JR to attend, the latter to raise 

several finance related matters and to provide a further update the Cycle Velodrome event and WSCC matters. 

Item 3 – Seafront Cycle path – SE on behalf of JC and the Strategy reported that there has been little progress but that WBC & WSCC had had a provisional 

to discuss how the section from George V Avenue to Sea Place could move forward. ML is still awaiting responses from Louise Goldsmith, the WSCC Leader 

and from the Goring Residents Association. The ruling party on WBC had declined to give support to the full scheme on the basis that it was a matter for 

WSCC !  JH was asked to kindly provide any relevant feedback from any of the groups that he is involved with. 

Item 4 – WCF Consultations :- 

i. Worthing CLC Community Issues List (CIL). Seven members responded with most agreeing that the proposal for a new ‘step free’  

bridge over the railway Elm Grove had significant potential to provide a key role in the development of the local cycle network but the 

reality was that it would be unlikely to be anything other than a long term aspiration without new funding streams. As we can change 

our top three priority schemes at any time, it was agreed that the next meeting should decide on any immediate changes. 

ii. Social media Facebook consultation. SE reported that this had been agreed and that the WCF Worthing Cyclists page was now redundant 

and that we had now joined Jeremy Strutt’s Critical Mass group in a new Worthing Cycling page. To that end Kathryn Kay had kindly 

offered to update the WCF website with information and news from JS’s  group 

Item 5 - CIF application to the Worthing CLC – WM reported that we have now received the £1000 grant from WSCC and that the monies have to be spent 

within six months and JR is required to advise WSCC how those monies have been used. 

Item 6 - Schools Project feedback : GR advised that his manager had obtained from the Local Safer Roads Project ‘matched funding’ sufficient to cover the 

events planned for Davison, Worthing High & Durrington High schools. GR also presented some accident statistics he had obtained from PCSO Ed Mitchell 

who leads locally on road safety matters and is also keen to work with WCF on ‘safer cycling’ issues. 
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Page 2 continued 

Item 7 – Street Velodrome events : WM briefly reported on the main points in a briefing paper from JR, which will be circulated with these minutes. JR is 

available to attend the March meeting with an update on the event planning and to also answer any questions. WM reiterated that WCF is not required to 

be involved with the organisation but there may be opportunities for members to volunteer to help on an individual basis. JS has already contacted WBC 

and had his offer for his Worthing Cycling group to organise some of their popular  ‘kids rides’ to the event on the Saturday accepted. 

Item 8 – Other feedback :- 

i. WSCF – at a recent meeting it was agreed to submit questions to members of the WSCC Community Services Select Committee prior to its 

meeting on 25
th

 February when they consider the county’s draft Cycling & Walking Plan (further information will circulated with these 

minutes. 

ii.  New Worthing cycle stands – nothing further heard from Mike Thomas – Assistant Highways Manager for the area.   

iii. Harrison Way Restricted (public) Byway :- 

a. County Councillors, Roger Oakley & Bryan Turner are pursuing various concerns raised by local workers and other users 

b. SE has been made aware of an offer made by one local business to WSCC to possibly resurface the byway. This is with the PROW team 

who have requested that this matter not be made public for the moment. 

iv. Local cycling officer : SE still awaits from Nick Marks an example of a job profile. 

Item 9 – AOB :  

i. Worthing Cycling group ‘kids ride’ – next event is on Easter Monday 6
th

 April timings tba 

ii. WSCC Local Community team – Lydia Schillbach has replaced Brian Morgan as the local Principal Community Officer for six of the nine 

Worthing divisions with Scott Judge taking responsibility for the remaining three as well as part of Arun. SE met with Lydia at a recent Tarring 

Forum and is now awaiting for Lydia to set up a meeting with WCF and John Coote – in his joint role as both WCF lead and Sustrans local 

volunteer – to discuss the NCN2 seafront cycle path and our schemes in the Worthing CIL. 

iii. A27 Alarm group - John Hughes outlined how this protest group he leads is opposing the plans of the WSCC led A27 Action group. 

Item 10 – DVNM : Tuesday 24
th

 March in the downstairs Aga Room at the Beechwood Hall Hotel at 7.30pm as usual 

A reminder that the Durrington Community Cycle Project, run by Colin Attle and Nigel Gardner each Tuesday am at the Flintstone Barn Pond Lane Durrington, is always looking 

for volunteers to help. Anyone else looking to learn more about cycling maintenance is also most welcome – please see attached posteror contact either :- 

 Colin Attle : colinattle@tiscali.co.uk 

 Nigel Gardner : nigel.gardner@btinternet.com    

Street Velodrome Event in Beach House Park August 1st and 2nd  An update for the meeting on 15 January 2015: 

I met with a number of Council Officers and the Velodrome organiser last week and it was confirmed that the Council have booked this event for Worthing and are currently in 

the process of signing the necessary agreements/contracts etc. They are paying the whole amount for the event which is £21,500. The event will be on Beach House Park sited 

between Splash Point pool and the active beach zone. The Council will be writing to the residents of Beach House to advise them about the event. 

The Council will also lead the team for the event with their new Events Manager Jo Osborne who starts 2 Feb including all the printing and publicity etc as needed. They will 

also be deciding what ancillary attractions can go on BHP to add to the event and are aiming for high quality.I have offered to help with trying to obtain some sponsorship for 

the event and will be applying to WSCC for a grant towards the cost. 

As far as WCF is concerned, we have the opportunity to have a time slot allocated to us on the 1 August for our own use, this can be either for some form of competition or to 

run a charity fund-raising event (I would prefer this option as I think it will give a higher profile). 

The event outline is as follows: 1st August - Velodrome erected on site from 8am and should be ready for use between 10am and 11am and runs until 6pm. This first day is free 

for the public and/or organisations to use.  Sponsors of the event will also have time allocated.  This day is not filmed. 2nd August - amateurs can try the track from 9am 

onwards - the best will qualify for one of the heats later in the day. then there will be an open session for the public and/or half-hour slots will be sold to advertisers. Pro-riders 

who come with the team will supervise. Then the pro-team practice and those who have qualified will have sessions. The pro's and the best amateurs then have the 'proper' 

races all of which are filmed for the series going out on Ch4 later. 

The heats are: Paisley 30 May; Stevenage 14 June; Edinburgh or Belfast 21/22 June; Stockton 12 July; Lowestoft 18/19 July; Worthing 1/2 August; Ealing 8/9 August and the final 

at Broadgate London 13 August. 

Ch4 have the film/tv rights but sell it on to Sky Sports, Fox Sports and other world-wide channels thereafter towards the end of the year. 

All this is in the design stage and of course is subject to alteration. I think it would be nice to arrange a day out to go to the Stevenage heat if enough people are interested - 

perhaps we could hire a mini-bus?  

I'm pleased the Council are taking this on, WCF won't have to do any organising or marshalling unless we volunteer as individuals. The only thing I would like us to do is to have 

a gazebo up for publicity and maybe a 'Dr Bike' stall. 



 

 

 

 

 


